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Elementary Online-  
Today’s Bible Story: Golden Slumbers  
Parable of the Bags of Gold- Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV) 
 
Bottom Line:  Make the most of what you’ve been given. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can 
also be trusted with something very large. Luke 16:10a, NIrV  
Monthly Life App: Responsibility—Showing you can be trusted with what is expected of you. 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 
 
Activity 1: Adventure Time  
WHAT YOU NEED: Ball or bean bag. 
 
WHAT YOU DO: 
• Gather the group in a circle and hold the ball.  
• Tell the kids that you’re going to create a story together. 
• Hold the ball or bean bag. Start the story with “Once upon a time” and fill in the rest of the first 
sentence. (For example, “Once upon a time, a pickle went on a journey with an armadillo.”)  
• Then pass the ball to the kid on your right.  
• The kid who has the ball adds one sentence to the story. They have to say something 
UNUSUAL that happens next.  
• Then instruct the kid to pass the ball to their right.  
• The next kid takes the ball and picks up where the story left off. But the kid has to come up 
with something ASTONISHING that happened next.  
• The next kid has to come up with another unusual thing to happen in the story, and so on. • 
Play a few times, coming up with unbelievable adventures together. 
 
WHAT YOU SAY:  
“We went from once upon a time to a giant adventure! You used the imaginations God gave 
you, and the story grew into something amazing! [Transition] Let’s go hear how God wants us to 
grow everything He’s given us into something amazing!” 
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Activity 2: Verse Crossing  
WHAT YOU NEED:  “Memory Verse Cards” Activity Page, paper in two different colors, 
scissors, 6 hula hoops, and Bibles. 
 
WHAT YOU DO:  
• Divide your group into two teams and assign each team a color of “Memory Verse Cards.”  
• Set the six hula hoops on the floor in a zig zag path across your small group area.  
• Place the two stacks of “Memory Verse Cards”on one side of your small group area.  
• Tell kids that they will get their color of cards from the other side of the room, bring them back, 
and put them in verse order.  
• Explain the rules. Kids may only step in the hula hoops. Each hula hoop can only have two 
kids in it at once, no matter which team they’re on. All hula hoops are open to both teams at the 
same time. Players may only carry one card at a time. Players don’t have to wait until the kid in 
front of them is all the way across. Once there’s room in the closest hula hoop, they can go. 
NOTE: If your kids are wearing masks, prompt them to adjust them since they’ll be in close 
proximity to each other.  
• Once you’ve explained these rules, give out special talents to a few of the players. One player 
on each team can “fly”—they only have to step in the first and last hula hoop. They can walk on 
the floor from the first hoop to the last hoop as long as they flap their arms and that hoop is 
available. One player on each team has an “extra hand.” That means they can carry two cards 
at a time.  
• Give teams a minute or so to come up with a strategy to get all of their cards across.  
• Then start the game.  
• Make sure kids play fairly and no one gets knocked out of a hula hoop.  
• When one team gets all of their cards back to their side and put in order, they win! 
 
WHAT YOU SAY:  
“Some of you had a special chance to make the most of what you’ve been given. But for those 
of you without a special ability, how did you feel crossing the space the ‘normal’ way? (Invite 
answers.) You may not have felt superspecial, but this challenge could not have been done 
without you. Even with all the ‘talented’ players doing all they could, there is NO WAY the verse 
could have been put together without you. There were just too many cards to transport and too 
few hula hoops! The team needed all its players to use what they had to complete the 
challenge.”  
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“That’s a lot like the challenges we see in life. How does your family use everyone’s abilities to 
keep your home running? “(Invite discussion—kids have chores, parents do the big stuff, maybe 
someone is a good cook or doesn’t mind doing dishes, the person who likes to run takes the 
dog out, etc.)  
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you needed everyone in your family, work group, sports 
team, or ministry to accomplish a goal. Highlight what individuals did to contribute to the 
success of the group.) “If everyone decides to make the most of what you’ve been given, your 
whole family, team, or community benefits!” 
 
 
Prayer: Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so before reading the prayer. 
 
“Dear God, we are thankful for everything You’ve given us—our possessions, homes, families; 
talents, skills; time, and health. Please help us use all of those things for Your glory to help 
others know You and Your love. Amen.” 
 
 



What to Do:
Print on two different colors of paper and cut apart. Provide two sets total for each 
small group. ©2020 The reThink Group, Inc.  All rights reserved.
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